SPRINGFIELD PUBLIC SCHOOLS

SPANISH |

COURSE DESCRIPTION

In Spanish | the student begins to understand, speak, read and write Spanish.
Conversational skills using the present tense and practical vocabulary are emphasized.
Students also begin to study the culture of Spanish-speaking peoples. The successful
completion of Spanish I in the eighth grade allows the student to enroll in Spanish 11 in
high school.

COURSE RATIONALE

Spanish | in Springfield Public Schools is designed to develop competence and self-
confidence for living and working in today’s global society. Students begin to
communicate in Spanish, gain knowledge and understanding of their own culture and
other cultures, acquire information that connects with other disciplines, develop insight
into the relationship between language and culture and build a life-long interest in
acquiring and maintaining proficiency in Spanish.

MAJOR INSTRUCTIONAL GOALS

1. Communication: Students will communicate in Spanish.

a. Students will ask and respond to questions on everyday topics such as foods, time,
weather, days, months, seasons, colors, family members, rooms in a house, places
in a city and numbers. (1.5; CA6)

b. Students will compose simple declarative and interrogative sentences in the
present and implied future tenses, using appropriate verb forms and word order.
(1.6; CA3)

c. Students will ask and respond appropriately to statements on a variety of everyday
topics such as greetings, introductions, basic needs, family, shopping, sports, likes
and dislikes, etc. (2.3; CA6)

d. Students will present information on everyday topics using subject pronouns and
descriptive, possessive and demonstrative adjectives. (2.1; CA3)

2. Cultures: Students will gain knowledge and understanding of Spanish culture.
a. Students will describe various aspects of Hispanic cultural practices and
perspectives on such topics as food, family and the educational systems.
(1.9; SS6)

3. Connections: Students will connect with other disciplines and acquire
information using the Spanish language.
a. Students will recognize products of Spanish-speaking countries such as art, music,
and realia. (1.9; SS6)



b. Students will locate Spanish-speaking countries and identify major geographical
features. (1.4; SS5)

Comparisons: Students will develop insight into the nature of language and

culture.

a. Students will demonstrate an awareness of formal and informal forms of the
Spanish language. (1.6; CA7)

b. Students will compare aspects of Spanish-speaking cultures such as foods, family,
national and religious holidays and education to their own culture. (1.9; SS6)

Communities: Students will participate in multilingual communities at home

and around the world.

a. Students will demonstrate evidence of personal use of the Spanish language
beyond the classroom. (1.10; CA6)



