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Thank you for entrusting your child’s educational future to Springfield Public Schools. Our staff 
is dedicated to cultivating the knowledge and skills your child will need to succeed in a rapidly 
changing world.

As a parent, you play an influential role in fostering that success. I encourage you to be engaged 
in your child’s learning and to communicate regularly with your child’s teachers. This Parent’s 
Guide contains information that will be helpful to you throughout the school year. You can also 
visit www.springfieldpublicschoolsmo.org for district news and information. 

We look forward to partnering with you to help make the 2011-2012 school year a successful one 
for your child. If you have questions or need assistance, feel free to call (417) 523-4636.

Have a great school year!

Norm Ridder, Ed.D.
Superintendent

elcome from the Superintendent

Find us on Facebook @ www.facebook.com/springfieldpublicschools.
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Busy families need quick and easy access to 
information so Springfield Public Schools 
provides numerous ways to stay informed. 

For news and information: 
•Sign up for the mySPS e-newsletter to get 
school board meeting updates, messages 
from the superintendent and news about 
school activities and events delivered di-
rectly to your e-mail inbox.

•Visit the district website at www.spring-
fieldpublicschoolsmo.org which is updated 
daily with news and information. 

•Join the SPS network on Facebook at 
www.facebook.com/springfieldpublic-
schools where you can get up-to-the-minute 
updates. You can also connect with other 
SPS parents and engage in a dialogue about 
pertinent issues. 
•Follow SPS on Twitter at www.twitter.

com/officialSPS.

For school cancellations and emergency 
announcements:
•Enroll in AlertNow Notification Service to 
receive important announcements or urgent 
information. This system allows the district 
and individual schools to contact parents 
via phone with important announcements 
about cancellations, emergencies or impor-
tant school events. The form is printed in the 
student handbook and is available at  
www.springfieldpublicschoolsmo.org/Par-
entsTab/alertnow.htm.
If contact numbers change during the school 
year, please be sure to notify the office at the 
school where your child attends. 

•In the event inclement weather or another 
emergency requires school to be cancelled, 
parents will be notified as soon as possible. 

AlertNow phone messages and news 
media announcements will be the primary 
method of notification but parents should 
not rely solely on these channels. 
School closings and activity 
cancellations will also be posted at 
www.springfieldpublicschoolsmo.org and 
a message will be recorded on the district’s 
school-closing line, (417) 523-0110. Can-
cellations will also be posted via Facebook 
and Twitter. Sign up today at www.face-
book.com/springfieldpublicschools or 
www.twitter.com/officialSPS.

For customer service assistance:
•Visit Open 24/7 at www.springfieldpub-
licschoolsmo.org/Open247.htm. Here 
you can find guidance on where to direct a 
complaint or concern, complete a customer 
satisfaction survey or submit a question or 
suggestion among other things. 

Get connected, stay informed



Step 1: Call (417) 523-0011 to determine which school your child will attend. Provide your exact home address in the district and a 
records department staff member will confirm the elementary, middle or high school attendance area in which you live.

Step 2: Visit the school your child will attend to complete the necessary enrollment forms, several of which must be notarized by the 
school secretary. Enrollment takes about 30 minutes per student.

Step 3: When you enroll, you are encouraged to bring your child’s birth certificate, immunization records, Social Security number and 
proof you live in your attendance area (a utility bill, lease, etc.). To assist in requesting your child’s school records, please provide the 
name and address of the school your child previously attended.

State law requires that a child be 5 years old before Aug. 1 to enroll in kindergarten.

Bus Transportation
Elementary and middle school 
students living 1.5 miles or 
more from school are entitled 
to free bus transportation to 
and from school. High school 
students living 3.5 miles or 
more from school are entitled 
to free bus transportation to 
and from school. Students with 
a qualifying handicap will be 
provided free transportation. 
Students who live less than 
1.5 miles from school in areas 
where they must cross a defined 
barrier street may be provided 
free transportation. A pay-to-
ride option is available for 
students who are not eligible for 
free transportation. For more 
information, call 
(417) 523-0500.

Follow Springfield Public Schools on Twitter @ www.twitter.com/officialSPS. 3
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Health Requirements
State law requires a student’s 
immunizations be current 
before being permitted to attend 
classes. All students must 
present documentation of month, 
day and year of each required 
immunization. Missouri law also 
requires incoming kindergarteners 
and first graders who have never 
attended school to have an 
eye exam by an optometrist or 
physician. 

Parents are required to present 
evidence of the examination to the 
school by Jan. 1, 2012. 

Visit www.springfieldpublic-
schoolsmo.org/healthsvcs 
for more information about 
immunizations, medications, 

screenings and good nutrition. 
Call (417) 523-1630.     

Transferring to 
Another School
Springfield Public Schools allows 
students to transfer from their 
home school to another school 
within the district under certain 
circumstances. Approval of trans-
fer requests is based upon build-
ing capacity, maintaining appro-
priate class sizes/student-teacher 
ratio and compliance with transfer 
guidelines.

If a transfer is approved, parents 
accept responsibility for providing 
transportation for the student to 
and from school.

Transfers may be revoked at any 
time if a student violates district 
or school rules, exhibits poor at-
tendance or if class size or build-
ing capacity status changes.

Transfer request forms may be 
obtained from the school office. 

A

For more information, call  
(417) 523-0230. 

Student Handbooks
Handbooks provide signature 
forms on Internet use and student 
privacy and information on dis-
trict rules, policies and programs. 
Handbooks are created for el-
ementary, middle and high school 
levels and are distributed in each 
school. 

View student handbooks at www.
springfieldpublicschoolsmo.org/
ParentsTab/handbooks.htm.

BC 12 3



PLAINVIEW RD.

WEAVER RD.
FR 178

N
AT

IO
N

AL
 A

VE
.

JAMES RIVER FREEWAY

SC
EN

IC
 A

VE
.

WALNUT LAWN
JAMES

RIVER
FREEWAY

ST
AT

E
H

W
Y

FF

HIGHWAY M
REPUBLIC RD. REPUBLIC RD.

BATTLEFIELDBATTLEFIELD RD. RD.

LO
N

E
PI

N
E

AV
E

SUNSHINE  ST.SUNSHINE  ST.

SEMINOLE  ST.

C
AM

PB
EL

L 
AV

E.

KA
N

SA
S

EX
PR

ES
SW

AY

ROUNDTREE RD.

SC
EN

IC
  A

VE
.

FO
R

T 
 A

VE
.

FR
EM

O
N

T 
AV

E.

COLLEGE
ST.  LOUIS ST.

WALNUT ST.

MT. VERNON ST.
CHERRY ST.

GRAND  ST. GRAND  ST.

BENNETT  ST.

PORTLAND  ST.

WALNUT ST.

IN
G

R
AM

 M
IL

L 
 R

D
.

SC
H

O
O

LC
R

AF
T

CHESTNUT EXPWY.CHESTNUT EXPWY.

NICHOLS ST. CENTRAL ST.

G
R

AN
T 

   
   

   
AV

E.

C
AM

PB
EL

L 
   

  A
VE

.
S

O
U

T
H

 A
V

E
.

JE
FF

ER
SO

N
KI

M
BR

O
U

G
H

BE
N

TO
N

   
   

 A
VE

.
B

O
O

N
E

V
IL

LE

BR
O

AD
W

AY
   

   
   

AV
E.

EX
PR

ES
SW

AY
KA

N
SA

S

DIVISION ST. DIVISION ST.

COMMERCIAL ST.

N
AT

IO
N

AL
   

  A
VE

.

HIGH ST.

KEARNEY ST. KEARNEY ST.

NORTON   ST.

FR
EM

O
N

T 
AV

E.

PA
C

KE
R

 R
D

.

G
LE

N
ST

O
N

E 
AV

E.
G

LE
N

ST
O

N
E 

AV
E.

FR 80     STATE HWY. AAPLEASANT VALLEY RD.

ST
AT

E 
H

W
Y.

 H

VALLEY WATER MILL RD.

VE
R

N
O

N
SU

M
M

IT

G
R

AN
T 

AV
E.

G
O

LD
EN

DALE

10

29

20

27

4

24
7

21

18

1
17

19

32

2

33

30

23

42

41

40

43

47

49

45

53

54

28

44

5

36

26
13

6

15

14

16
11

8

9

39

38

48

37

25

31

22

46

35

34

N
. G

R
AN

T 
AV

E.

FR 68

FR 64

FR 66

SR WW

FR 153 FR 54

FR 52

FR 48
FR 161

N.
 F

R 
15

5

FR 66

HW
Y 20

6

FR
 5

6

FR 48

H

H

H

12

52

3
50 51



6

A+ Program  
The A+ program allows students 
in all five high schools to earn 
state-paid financial assistance 
for tuition after graduation. The 
program has allowed hundreds 
of district high school students 
to afford a higher 
education at a 
participating public 
community college 
or career technical school in Mis-
souri. Call your high school.

Athletics 

Springfield high schools and 
middle schools offer a wide vari-
ety of opportunities for students 
to participate in sports. Rules of 
eligibility, limitations on partici-
pation and other requirements 
are determined by the Missouri 
State High School Activities As-
sociation and Board of Education 
policy. To participate in sports, a 
student must complete a physi-
cal examination, provide proof 
of insurance, a signed citizenship 
card and pay a $50 participa-
tion fee. When the fee is paid, 
an icon will be imprinted on the 
student’s school ID, allowing 
the student free admission to any 

contest conducted by the school 
district (excluding tournaments 
and MSHSAA sponsored events) 
during the school year. Call your 
high school. 

Child care 
Several community organizations 
provide child care before and 
after school. There is a fee for the 
programs. Boys and Girls Clubs 
of Springfield offer after-school 
care for children ages 6-17 at 28 
district schools. Transportation 
is also provided from school to 
one of three Springfield Boys and 
Girls Clubs. Call (417) 862-9249. 
Prime Time is provided before 
and after school by the Ozarks 
Regional YMCA. For more 
information, contact your school 
or Ozarks Regional YMCA at 
(417) 862-7456 or (417) 881-
1599. Schools, Parks Are Reach-
ing Communities is a partnership 
with Springfield-Greene County 
Park Board that offers after-
school programs for youth at 19 
elementary and middle schools. 
Call (417) 837-5737. 

Cultural Diversity Office 
The Office of Cultural Diversity 
works with the district, parents, 
students and community mem-
bers to foster positive relation-
ships. The office also provides 
support and intervention services 
to enhance the academic achieve-
ment and personal development 
of underrepresented populations 

of students. For more information, 
call (417) 523-0251.

Early Childhood Special 
Education  
The Early Childhood Special 
Education program (ECSE) 
serves children ages 3-5 years 
who have been identified with a 
developmental delay or disability 
per IDEA. The program provides 
integrated learning activities and 
environments for young children 
with disabilities in a variety of 
settings across the community 
depending on the child’s needs, 
including Shining Stars Early 
Childhood Center, daycare cen-
ters, Head Start, preschools, Title 
I classrooms, special education 
classrooms and in the home. The 
program offers both morning and 
afternoon sessions and provides a 
wide range of services. Children 
without disabilities also participate 
in the ECSE classroom for integra-
tion. For more information, call 
(417) 523-7500. 

Extended Learning  
Program  
Elementary and middle school 
students who perform significantly 
below grade level in reading or 
math can receive additional sup-
port through small-group, after-
school tutoring as well as summer 
school extended learning classes. 
Extended learning participants 
are referred by their teachers. For 
additional information, contact 

your child’s school or call (417) 
523-0251. 

Nutrition Services 
Meal prices for 2011-2012 are 
as follows: $2.25 for elementary 
lunch, $2.50 for secondary lunch 
and $1.10 for elementary or 
secondary breakfast. Milk is 40 
cents. Reduced prices for quali-
fying students are as follows: 
40 cents for elementary and 
secondary lunch and 30 cents 
for elementary and secondary 
breakfast. Adults may purchase 
lunch for $3 and breakfast for 
$1.50. Free and reduced price 
meal eligibility guidelines and 
application forms are available 
online at www.springfield-
publicschoolsmo.org. Applica-
tions will also be mailed to all 
households. Call (417) 523-
1106. 

Parents as Teachers 

This program helps parents pro-
mote children’s learning at an 
early age so children can begin 
kindergarten ready to succeed. 

rograms & ServicesP

Find us on Facebook @ www.facebook.com/springfieldpublicschools.

A+
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Parent educators meet with fami-
lies in their home from the time 
of pregnancy until a child enters 
kindergarten. Free developmental 
screenings are also available to 
children ages 1-5 who live in the 
SPS attendance area. For more 
information, call (417) 523-1160.

Partners in Education 
Partners in Education fosters 
community partnerships that sup-
port student learning, strengthen 
school environments and help 
ensure a prosperous future for 
Springfield. Businesses, non-
profit groups and faith-based 
organizations may partner with 
individual schools or the entire 
district to provide volunteer and 
material resources. For informa-
tion, call (417) 523-0021.

Shady Dell Early  
Childhood Center 
This center combines early 
childhood special education 
classrooms with Wonder Years 
preschool classrooms to create a 
less restrictive environment for 
learning. Wonder Years is a free 
academic preschool program for 

4-year-olds who live in the SPS 
attendance area and meet certain 
eligibility requirements. Call (417) 
523-1160 for a developmental 
screening or call (417) 523-1300 
for more information.

Student Health and 
Wellness 
Sleep, fluids, regular exercise, 

proper nutrition, family time, and 
good personal hygiene, including 
frequent hand washing, are effec-
tive ways to keep everyone in the 
family healthy. If your child expe-
riences symptoms of illness (fever 
of 100 degrees or more; diarrhea; 
nausea or vomiting; unexplained 
rash; persistent earache or exces-
sive drainage from ear; persistent 

coughing; sore throat; or head lice 
or nits) you should keep the child 
home from school. 

Your child should be free of 
symptoms for 24 hours prior to 
returning to school unless excused 
by a health care provider. When in 
doubt, contact your school nurse.

Summer School 
The Fifth Quarter Summer Pro-
gram offers classes for students 
in elementary, middle and high 
school. Offerings include basic 
skills, enrichment and special 
education classes in the areas of 
language arts, math, science and 
social studies. Registration is 
required and typically begins in 
April. For more information, call 
(417) 523-0005.

Transportation 
Elementary and middle school 
students living 1.5 miles or more 
from school are entitled to free bus 
transportation to and from school. 
High-school students living 3.5 
miles or more from school will 
be provided free transportation. 
Students with qualifying handi-

caps will receive transportation 
regardless of their distance from 
school. A pay-to-ride option 
is available for students not 
eligible for free transportation. 
For 2011-2012 the annual cost 
is $422 per child. A reduced fee 
of $211 is available for students 
who qualify for free or reduced 
price meals. For a pay-to-ride 
application, call (417) 523-0159 
or (417) 523-0500 or visit www.
springfieldpublicschoolsmo.
org/transportation.

Volunteers 

The district relies upon hun-
dreds of volunteers to spend 
time each week tutoring stu-
dents in grades K-3 on literacy 
skills and supporting students 
and schools in other ways. 
Volunteers must complete and 
submit a Volunteer Registration 
Form which includes a back-
ground check. The form is avail-
able at www.springfieldpub-
licschoolsmo.org/community/
volunteers.htm.

Programs & Services continued from page 6

Follow Springfield Public Schools on Twitter @ www.twitter.com/officialSPS.



Follow Springfield Public Schools on Twitter @ http://twitter.com/officialSPS.8

Springfield Public Schools 
2011-2012 Calendar 
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July		  4, 2011		  Fourth of July Holiday (School System Closed)

August		  22, 2011  		 District Curriculum/Site Professional Learning/Work Day 
August		  23-24, 2011	 Genesis Days 
August		  25, 2011		  First Day for Students	

September	 5, 2011		  Labor Day (School System Closed) 
September	 23, 2011		  K-5 District Curriculum/Professional Learning/Work Day  
				    (Students Out All Day) 
September	 26, 2011		  Mid First Quarter

October		  25, 2011		  End of First Quarter (42 Days)
October		  26, 2011		  Professional Learning/Work Day (Students Out All Day) 
October		  27, 2011		  Second Quarter Begins 

November	 11, 2011		  Parent-Teacher Conference Day (Students Out All Day) 
November	 23, 2011		  Professional Learning/Work Half-Day AM (Students Out All Day) 
November	 24-25, 2011	 Thanksgiving Vacation (School System Closed)
 

December	 1, 2011		  Mid Second Quarter 
December	 9, 2011		  Professional Learning/Work Day (Students Out All Day) 
December	 23-30, 2011	 Winter Vacation

January		  2, 2012		  Winter Vacation Continues 
January		  3, 2012		  Classes Resume 
January		  12, 2012		  End of Second Quarter (44 Days) 
January		  12, 2012		  End of First Semester (86 Days) 
January		  13, 2012		  Professional Learning/Work Day (Students Out All Day)
January		  16, 2012		  Martin Luther King Jr. Day (School System Closed) 
January		  17, 2012		  Third Quarter Begins 
February		  14, 2012		  Mid Third Quarter
February 		 17, 2012		  Professional Learning/Work Day (Students Out All Day) 
February		  20, 2012		  Presidents Day (School System Closed) 

March		  16, 2012		  End of Third Quarter (42 Days)
March		  19-23, 2012	 Spring Break
March		  23, 2012		  School System Closed
March		  26, 2012		  Fourth Quarter Begins 
	
April		  20, 2012		  Professional Learning/Work Half-Day AM (Students Out All Day)
April		  20, 2012		  Inclement Weather Make Up Day (use only if 3 days are missed) 
April 		  24, 2012		  Mid Fourth Quarter

May		  28, 2011		  Memorial Day (School System Closed)

June		  1, 2012		  End of Fourth Quarter (42 Days) 
June 		  1, 2012		  End of Second Semester (84 Days) 
June		  1, 2012		  Last Day of School (2 Hour Early Release for Students) 
				    Last Day Could Be as Early as May 23

Students Out All Day
Early Release for Students
Students & Teachers Out
School System Closed
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